Disclaimer: Any references to legislation such as the Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Act or Regulation or Standards, Codes of Practices or Guidelines are for convenience sake only.  The original text must be consulted for all intents and purposes of applying and interpreting the law.


Safe Work Practice
TASK - SAFE CYLINDER HANDLING & STORAGE 
This task may only be performed by trained and authorized personnel.
	Facility:


	Written By:


	Approved By:


	Date Created:


	Date of Last Revision:



	Hazard Present:
· crushing
· cold  (frostbite)
· explosive/flammable
· toxic, poisons
· lifting twisting strains
	Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE)

or Devices Required:

· safety footwear

· safety glasses


	Additional Training 
Requirements:
· Manual lifting and carrying
· SWP safe gas cylinder use
· WHMIS

	NOTE: All practice obtained from mySafetyAssistant™, operator manuals or other samples must have the consultation of workers and be thoroughly reviewed to ensure they are accurate for your workplace and your jobs!

Procedure for new cylinders:
1) Store cylinders in a clearly identified, dry, well-ventilated storage area away from doorways, aisles, elevators, and stairs. 

2) Post "no smoking" signs in the area. 

3) Store cylinders in the upright position and secure with an insulated chain or non-conductive belt. 

4) Secure the protective caps. 

5) Ensure that the area is well ventilated. With outside storage, place on a fireproof surface and enclose in a tamper-proof enclosure. 

6) Protect cylinders from contact with ground, ice, snow, water, salt, corrosion, and high temperatures. 

7) Store oxygen and fuel gases separately. Indoors, separate oxygen from fuel gas cylinders by at least 6 meters (20 feet) or by a wall at least 1.5 m (5 ft) high with a minimum half-hour fire resistance. 
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Procedure for empty or out of service cylinders:
1) Mark or label them as "Empty cylinder" and store empty cylinders away from full cylinders. 

2) Return empties to the supplier. 

3) Remove regulators when not in use and store these away from grease and oil. Put protective caps on the fittings when in storage. 

4) Keep cylinders and fittings from becoming contaminated with oil, grease or dust. 

5) Do not use a cylinder that is not identified or if the label is not legible. The colours of industrial gas cylinders are not standardized. 

Moving/loading cylinders:

1) Remove the regulator and replace the valve protection cap before moving a cylinder. 

2) Move cylinders with appropriate dolly. Use proper lifting cradles. 

3) Call the supplier to remove leaky cylinders immediately. 

DO NOT:
4) Do not lift a cylinder by the valve cap. Never sling with ropes or chains or lift with electromagnets. 

5) Do not drag, slide, or drop cylinders. 
6) Never place cylinders on their sides as rollers to move equipment. 

7) Do not lay acetylene cylinders on their sides. If an acetylene tank has accidentally been left on its side, set it upright for at least one hour before it is used. 

8) Do not try to refill a cylinder or mix gases in a cylinder.
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If an emergency occurs while conducting this task, or there is an equipment malfunction, 
engage emergency stop and follow the lock out procedure.

REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS TO YOUR SUPERVISOR


	Guidance Documents / Standards/ Applicable Legislation /Other:
Guidance Documents:

· Operator’s Manual

CSA Standards

· CSA W117.2-06 Safety in Welding, Cutting and Allied Processes
Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Regulation, MR 217/2006 AS AMENDED:

· Part  35 WHMIS
	This Safe Work Practice will be reviewed any time the task, equipment, or materials change and at a minimum every three years




This Safe Work Practice has had the consultation of the following workers: 
Name_____________________  Signature ____________________   Position  _______________     Date: _________

Name_____________________  Signature ____________________   Position  _______________     Date: _________

Name_____________________  Signature ____________________   Position  _______________     Date: _________

Name_____________________  Signature ____________________   Position  _______________     Date: _________
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